Atrial fibrillation is a common arrhythmia in an intensive care unit. We performed a prospective observational study over a period of three months, to study the incidence, risk factors and outcome of patients who develop atrial fibrillation in a multidisciplinary intensive care unit. All patients above the age of 50 years were eligible. Exclusion criteria were: cardiac or oesophageal surgery during current hospitalisation, atrial fibrillation at admission, implanted pacemaker and expected intensive care unit stay of less than 24 hours.

